
Latham & Watkins LLP law office murals – Chicago, IL, USA

Project overview

Two giant glass mosaic murals depicting the 1893 World’s 
Fair were installed at the Latham & Watkins LLP law 
office in Chicago using MAPEI’s Adesilex ™ P10  glass tile 
mortar mixed with Keraply ™ professional latex additive. 
A special custom-made grout from MAPEI was used to 
fill the tile joints.

MAPEI products used

• Mapeguard ™ 2
• MAPEI SM Primer™

• Primer L™

• Planipatch ®

• Mapelastic™ AquaDefense

• Adesilex P10
• Keraply
• Ultraflex ™LFT ™

• Ultracontact ™

• Ultracolor ® Plus
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Project category:  Artistic
Period of construction:  2014
Year of MAPEI involvement:  2014
MAPEI coordinator:  Tyler Barton
Project owner:  Latham & Watkins LLP
MAPEI distributor:  Carpet Cushions & Supplies
General contractor:  Clune Construction Company
Tile installer:  Trostrud Mosaic & Tile Co.
Architect:  Gensler
Project manager:  Brad Trostrud
Photographer:  Brad Trostrud
Project size:   Two murals – 896 sq. ft. (83,2 m2);  

tile and stone – 12,000 sq. ft. (1 115 m2)
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Since opening in 1982 as the first national law firm 
to enter the Chicago market, Latham & Watkins LLP’s 
Chicago office is the law office of choice for some of the 
largest multinational corporations, financial institutions 
and investment firms based or operating in the Midwest. 
The firm recently relocated its Chicago branch to larger 
offices, moving from Wacker Drive to 330 North Wabash.

Latham & Watkins wanted an architectural feature that 
set it apart and reflected the firm’s Chicago roots. The 
final plan designed by Gensler fulfilled both goals 
with two custom glass tile murals recreating the 1893 
Chicago World’s Fair. A drawing by H.D. Nichols served 
as the basis for the murals.

Trostrud Mosaic & Tile Co. was selected by general 
contractor Clune Construction Company to perform the 
installation of the two murals. Each mural measured 56 
ft. (17,1 m) long by 16 ft. (4,88 m) high.

MAPEI products on the jobsite

Though Trostrud Mosaic & Tile also installed standard 
wall and floor tiles, the highlight of the project for the 
company was a double wall mural created with Bisazza 
glass tiles that depicts the 1893 World's Fair with 
Chicago in the background.

Rising from the first floor to the second as part of an 
open-ceiling floor plan, the two separate wall murals 
were installed in the center of the office. The Bisazza 
tiles – 3/8" x 3/8" (10 x 10 mm) in size, totaling roughly 
1,620,000 tiles and set 900 tiles to a sheet – were 
paper-faced and numbered.

Project manager Brad Trostrud was not happy with the 
setting material that came with the tiles from Bisazza and 
elected instead to use MAPEI’s Adesilex P10 glass tile 
mortar mixed with Keraply professional latex additive.

According to Trostrud, “The numbered tile sheets were 
placed on a setting map to guide the installers on each 
tile’s location. The drywall substrate was initially washed 
down with a mixture of Keraply and water to solidify 
the paper and gypsum, and then skimcoated with an 
application of Keraply and Adesilex P10. The glass 
mosaic tiles were then installed using a mixture of 
Keraply and Adesilex P10, and grouted with a neutral-
basis epoxy grout developed by MAPEI for Bisazza.”

In an interview with the Tile Contractors’ Association 
of America, Trostrud noted that, after all of the tiles 
were installed in a section of each mural, a clear epoxy 
grout was applied. The field of tile filled by the epoxy 
grout ranged from black through all colors to white, 
and Trostrud described the grout as a “quite unique” 
mixture of clear epoxy resin and clear glass beads. 
“The epoxy grout reflects the color of glass next to it; 
so, when surrounded by black tile, the joint looks black, 
the same with white and so on. It was truly amazing how 
this grout appeared to be the color of the adjacent tile as 
you looked across the mural,” Trostrud said.

For the installation of standard porcelain tiles on floors 
and walls throughout the law office, surface preparation 
consisted of a lightweight substrate, with Primer L 
and patching compound Planipatch used to create a 
flat floor surface for the large-format tiles. From there, 
sound reduction was completed using Mapeguard 2 
sheet membrane and MAPEI SM Primer. It took 48 
hours to do the layout for the main floors.

The floor tile consisted of 11,800 sq. ft. (1 096 m2) of 
“Tides Sea Salt” tiles – 12" x 24" (30 x 61 cm) non-
rectified porcelain tiles – from Florida Tile. The wall 
tiles that were used were a combination of 12" x 12" 
(30 x 30 cm) and 12" x 24" (30 x 61 cm) “Town White 
Matte” and “Niquel Matte” tiles from Porcelanosa. Both 
the floor and wall tiles were set with Ultraflex LFT tile 
mortar. Ultracolor Plus sanded grout was used to 
grout the wall tiles.

Bourbon Tile & Marble, Inc. had a separate contract 
for approximately 200 ft. (61,0 m) of stone work. The 
company used Ultracontact tile mortar and Ultracolor 
Plus sanded grout to complete the project.

The skill and expertise that the Trostrud Mosaic & Tile 
installers brought to this project earned them the 2015 
International Union of Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers 
(BAC) Craft Award for Best Tile/Mosaic Project. MAPEI 
is pleased that its products helped the company achieve 
this success.
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