GENOA SAILS ON

Gemon's most famois cilizen,

1 Conlmmibues, dliscovered the New
World, he wrcwittingly sel in motion e fong, show
dectine of s mative city. For world comprence
shifted from the Mediterranean basin arad e rich
murritinte reprabifics which comtrolled i, Genoa and
Vewice, to e inetw conrters of the Atfantic frufe,
Portiugal, Spain, Englad amd Hallend,

The old center of Genow is contained within the
Dbonimidaries of the formier city walls that were buill
in 1300, It contmizes mare than 113 heclares (279
acres) with 2,300 buildings divided into 13,000
divellings in a tight network of mreronp shreets and
allewuays, Durierg Hie T970° s shipping declined
in the port of Gemoa amd new huildings went up on
the surronnding hills, predonimantly public
hanising profects, the city celer began to lose
poprlatio rapredly when i was elrady i ned of
reneweal. T Hhe Lest 30 years the buildings haoe
contiuriied o decay aforig with the social fabrre. The
Tively city that had attracted celebrated travelers
frome Petrarch to Rubens through the cenburies for
it art and ealtnre lad becoine o sadly reghechod

hetta,
The comeback

Happily things are starting fo furn around in
Gesnon and Mapei products have played their part in
the tramsformnation. Mapei has lang poid special
attertion fo renodeling amd wrban reseeal wiich
nuturally constitule a large marke? for constrichion
mulerials. Modern fechnology, fmcliding fornnilas
develaped in the Mapet resarrch labovatories,
provides innooative methods and prodiects for
Iraiilitiong the et el venrodeling He ol Hurt sooiekd
Iroe beers wertleinkabie only fen yerrs ago.
Following are four arficles dealisg smith the Geno
of fodiriy, & ity struggling to renroent ftself by
recleiming ils dying urban cove in what is hoped
will be the catalyst for an economic and social
comietack for the whole cify.

The recently tnilt Genon Aqisarinint amd Hhe
“City for Kids™ described in the follotuing pages
smury renninnd Anerican (anmong obfer) resders of the
Baltimore liner Harbor reneroal project and ifs
contributton o the seccessful remitalization of that
port cify. Gemoa fopes fo do Hhe same, as resforakion
fiant exmmple of which is described i Restarad fo
Life™) spreeds Ilock by block irto the old city,
spurked Dy the new altrachions in the karbor.

The first article deals urth the remodeling of an
important element of modern Genon's
infrastructire, Christopher Colrmlus Afrport.
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Christopher Columbus Airpoft in Genoa, laly,
discovered how fo install a new granile Hoor in !
record time without interrupting the flow of passengers'g

fl;,r Nitasha Calandrino
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renovations in

public buildings
can be
problematic: il you
puk ina new floor
wilthowil |,'||,r:\u.i:|1pl olff
the premises, it
usually means a
tough job for the
installers, and if
you shut down to
make gething thae
_r|'||'| i Tt 1,'.'|.~i:i|,*r,
YO IO ven bence
the public. How
can you keep
everybody happy?
In the m.1|nr|l1r of
cases the old floor
has to be
diemplished to
make way for the
mw one. Howiever
thesre ane
circumstances, like
the one described
below, where
removing the old
tfloar is pot
NECESSArY A new
fhoosr can be -_~.imF||'.'
installed over the old ons o the Proper ]"“'{'-|||‘|:II"1'|.‘\. ane laken to
miake it bond perfectly.

Avoiding inconveniencing |1.1.-.-l:|13.r.1:r':~1|r all costs was the
main goal of officials at Genoa’s Christopher Columbus Airport.
They were dissatisfied with the terminal’s badly womn rubber
[Imlrm:., and needed a solution that combined fast installation
with long lasting results

Bonding granile over rubber

To avoid blocking traffic in the terminal, the new Nooring had
o be installed directly over the old rubber fooring, An adbesive
was needed that would bond strongly to both the old rubber
Moar and the new 360 (12x247) Sardinian granite tles, an
adhesive that would perform equally well with the two different
materials. Mapei technicians recommended a solution that would
miet this prerequisite and enable terminal traffic to continue




unimpeded while significantly shorening
imslallation timae This was KEEALASTIC,
a hwo-part I,HIEI:I.'1II'“|_'||I.'II:'|I_‘ e psive that
wias ideal for installing the granite tiles
directly over the rubber. KERALASTIC
forms a flexible Glm without shrinkags
that could absorb the movement of the
granile gver the rubber, as well as thial
caused by the
subsiantial

vibration to which

e
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thii= .|ir'|1r'-r| h'r|11|r'|.|.|
is subyect. After
remiving the
surface wax and
scrubbing the
rubbor with water
and caustic soda, a
Laver ol
KERALASTIC was
trowelled on (Pholo
11, owreer wehich 7,000
sq m (75,341 =q ft) of
Sardinian granite
wias laid (Photo 2).

Grouting the granite and sealing expansion joints

Such a large foor required the creation of expansion joints
The proper sizing of these joints was the first precaution to be
taken. The stze was calculated based on the rule that the
maximum potential movement should amount to less than 107
of the width of the joint. After the points wene formed they were
lilled with MAFFEROAM, a compressible polyethylene foam cord
that prevents the sealant from adhering to the bottom of the joint,
lnking full advantage of its flexibility.

Thie joints wens then sealed with MAPEFLEX PUZ1. a two-parl
H-If-]:_"r;']lu.g |||,1|§,'|.|.r|,'|!h.||||,' aralant |_]"|:u||!|.:- T._I. whose '|'||.'1.,|.||:||.i|:c
absorbs the movement in the point. MAPEFLEX PLR1 is
recommendied for use in heavily trafficked anvas
The entire fleor was then grouled with KERACOLOR LARGE
GRAIN, a pre-blended cement based grout for joints 4 to 15 mm

wide. It is ideal for heavy traliic areas
because of its high mechanical strengih,
ensy cleanability, and excelien! resistance
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Record time without inconvenience

Ihe granite floor was installed in
record time and, mosk importantly,
without inconveniencing the public, The
excellent pesulls were achieved not only
||1.'|I:'|L-. Eik {11 u'\.F'-|=rI Besiiai ook |:'|-\.1.||1|-r~., !'\-ul
bor timve saving, high performandce
products (Photos 4 and 5) ..I
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TECHNICAL DATA

|"!ui|.'|.'|:‘|_ ||||"'||||.:|I.r|': Colsimbiis "||||'l-. i Laimisl,

liaky

Kemodeled: 1995 o 1154

Comtractors VOM: H ] Emiblia, laly
Frisjiect cooed Enator: Ennon Cirssi, "-I..J'\-l_l
Makeriale Sardiniai [l hiiLY

Mapel installating prodscts:"
KERALASTH

MAPERAAM

MAPEFLEX FLI2I

KERACCLON LARGE GRAIN

T masdeerinls are part of Mape’s European
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