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ULTRABOND ECO 220 adhesive was chosgn
installation in the Herny B. Gonzales
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picture painted on the floor; in actwal fact it is a

highly effective installation inside the Herny B
Gonzales Conderence Center in San Antonio, Texas. The pic-
ture (a5 can be seen in phota 1) is imprinted on the carpet
and Is part of a new covering which, drawing on a range of
designs and elaborate art work, covers an averall area of
32,000 square metres.
The conference center had already been extended over
previous years. Abour 34,000 square matres were added
on during the first period of extension work from 1997-
1999, A later phase, using Mapel products, was completed
in Autumn 2000, The project was developed in the wake of
an econamic boom In the city of San Antondo, as employ-
ment figures shot up by 55000 in just five years.
The local authorities therefore decided to take this appaor-
tunity to make the city mone competitive, furnishing it with
a new conference center and at the same time rewarding
the community by creating even better job prospects.
Michael Schanzer, president and founder of Argosy Floor
Covering Inc., told us how impartant it had been to opt for
Mapei products. As Mr. Schanzer said: 1 knew thar | would
need a large amouwnt of adhesive, so [ was not going fo leave
it 1o chance when it come to choosing the right product.” He
also went on to point out that: *We neéeded o product thof
herd @ good warranty, was installer friendly, ond had o keng
working Nfe with extended tacking properties that allowed
for any adjustments required, Just s imporiant wes ouwr wor
king refationship with the manwfocfurar.®
After comparing Mapei's products to those of six other
manufacturers, Argosy Floor Cowvering Inc. opted for
ULTRABOND ECO 220% a multi-purpase carpet adhesive
for epoyy coatings ideal for heavy-duty commercial instal-
lations. ULTRABOMND ECO 220's properties were 5o impres-
sive that Mr. Schanzer decided to use [t for all his projects
ULTRABOMND ECO 575* and WULTRABOMND ECO 710® sodvent-
free adhesives were also used for some smaller areas of the
center, The concrete substrate was smoothed over using
ULTRAPLAN M20*, together with PLANIPATCH® fast-setting
patching compound.
I was net invalved in the design of the Canference Center, but
| felt personaily attached to it. The size of the task at hand and
fntensily invelved In making It came o e made we want fo
take part in every aspect along the way.” The Conference
Center project (some of whose premises can be seen In
photos 2 and 3) was the langest pure wool project in the
LUSA in the year 2000, The high-quality wool used came
from South American sheep, which were carefully tracked
and monitered from birth by the National Wool Institute,

At first glance it is a striking sight. it looks ke a huge

We worked with the inhabitants of San Antamio a8 ving

proof af the ciys history, cultwe and [ifestle. We worked

against this background in develaging the main motifs of the
final carpet design,” so the architect from Kell Mufioz
Architects, Steven Tillotsan, told us. He was responsible for
the overall carpet design.

Tillgtsan, and his assistant designers John Kell and Luis
Trivino, decided to work with the artist Silia Mooz,

Tt was o real challenge right fram the start. We conswlted with
rhe srafl at Opttons Tolpel, the carper manufacturer, and we
realised we hod to reduce the number of colours being wsed
Frowm 40 fo 13 For each design,” so Tillotson told us, referring
Lo constraints imposed by the frame being used for manu-
faciuring the Axmindster carpet.

The work lasted four months and was carried out in sepa-
rate phases by a team of 6-40 installers, eventually being
finished in 2001. Thanks to the help of Mapei and the wor-
king relationship between Kell Mufioz Architects, Clark
Construction, the general contracton, and 5an Antonio city
officials, the floor covering turmed out to be a seamless
wiork of art.
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TECHNICAL DATA

Henry B. Gonzales Cormvention Center, San Anionio, Texa [USA)
Construction Works installing an inshde carpel

Yeswrs H000- 2001

Project Kell Moz Architects [Sam Andonia)

Warks Managémint: Seven Tilotson fnom Kell Mufoz Archiedh
Carpet Designs: Sikvia Mufaz
Installation Companny: Asgosy Floor Covering (San Anbonia)
Material installed"Axminister” wool carpet from Options Taipsi
Singapom

Mapad Products: ULTRABOND ECD 220, ULTRAPLAN M 20,
PLAMIPATCH, LILTRABOND ECO 575, LILTRABOND ECO 710
Mapei Betaller: £31, Inc.

Mapei Co-ordinaton: Carcd Hould Mapei Corp
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