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A‘Hh-:'lugh Vemioe, Florence and Rome
are enchanting places that no traveler
should overlook on his or her Ttalian
travel itinerary, these are not the only
must-see destinations. ltaly offers
countless other opportunities for
expanding one’s horizons, magical places
where visitors can lose themselves amidst
beautiful, unspoiled landscapes for a
privileged glimpse at a side of [taly most
tourists never see,

Travelers looking for relaxing yet
culturally rewarding vacations should not
miss the Hotel Casale, a holiday
hideaway and health resort located in
central laly near Ascoli Piceno, an area
rich in history and hospitality, The hotel
offier its guests luxurious
accommodations in a carcfully restonsd
complex of farm buildings dating back to
the 17th century, in an atmosphere that
combines the rustic and the refined.

Modern comforl with traditional flaver

Proper installation methods and the
right adhesives were required to install

The Hotel Casale in Colli del Tronto, lialy, is
housed in @ 17th century farm complex that
was restored with @ combination -u::-{J
traditional materials and the latest
installation techniques.

[ny Francesco Stronaki

T

. 3. )
po LT CN

the hotel"s sumptuous floor and wall coverings, 15x30 em

(6 %127 and 7.5x30em (3"x127) terra cotta fles were selected for
the approx. 4,000 square meters (46,000 sq i) of paths and patios
in a warm shade that harmonizes perfectly with the Casale’s
17th century architecture (Photo 1). After the sand and cement
substrate was completely cured the terra cotta was installed over
it with KERAFLOOR® mixed with ISOLASTIC® diluted 1:1 with
water. KERAFLOOR is a cement-based adhesive that can be
applied in thicknesses of up to 15 mm, 50 it ensures thorough
transier of the adhesive to the entire back of the tile,
compensating for small irregularities in the substrate and on the




tile back. Mixing KERAFLOOR with ISOLASTIC substituted for
part of the mix water gives the adhesive the flexibility needed to
absorb the various movements between the floeor and the
substrate caused, for example, by thermal shock.

The 8 mm joints were grouted with KERACOLOR LARGE
GRAIN®, a factory-prepared cement-based grout that was
applied over the entire surface of the tilles. This was done so it
could penetrate evenly into the pores of the terra-cotta and not
just fll the joints, Expansion joints were placed in a grid pattern

of approximately 6xt meters (19'x19°) and sealed with MAPESIL

AC* after first applying PRIMER FD* to the edges of the tiles.

MAPESIL AC is an acetic silicone sealant
whose fexbility enables it to absorb
deformations up lo
2%, This makes it
ideal for
withstanding the
fovements cused
by thermal
expansion of the
flnor.

Interiors with
inlaid accents

Terras-coita was
il=o used inside the
haotel. It picks up
the warm lomes o
the old buildings
and provides
comtinuity with the
exterior (Mhoto 2).
The tiles were installed with
EEEAFLOOR mixed with water. Various
natural stone inlays of Ascolano and
Persian travertine, vellow Siena marble,
red Verona marble and other stones wene
used to give the floor a richer look.
GRANIRAPID, a fast-setting and
hydrating adhesive system, was used for
these special installations, [t dries so fast
that stone can be set without staining.
Cither types of marble were used in areas
such as the hotel dining room which
offers typical local cuisine (Photo 3). The
room’s Yenetian pattern of Bianco di
Carrara and Verde Alpi marble
necessitated using two different types of
adhesive. The Blanco di Carrara was set
with GRANIEAPID®, while the Verde
Alpi was installed with KERALASTIC®, a
two-component polyurethane adhesive,
because thin slabs of Verde Alpi warp
very quickly in the presence of moisture,
even the small amount contained in the
adhesive before it has time 1o sel. The
result is a floor with amall undulations
that is not thoroughly bonded to the
substrate. KERALASTIC contains no
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water s it can be used o install
moisture-sensitive stone without
Warping.

The hotel's beaniiful location
amid ralling green hills
convinoed i owners [ open a
multi-functional Beauty Farm on
the site {Fhoto 4), Bianco di
Carrara, Asiago and Verde Alpi
marble was installed on the Aoors
throughout the spa and in the
bathrooms, GRAMNIEAPIL was
wsed for the Bianco di Carrara,
and the Asiago, and
EERALASTIC for the Merde Alpi.
a5 in the hotel dining room.
CRAMIBAPID was also used to
install clinker flooring in the two meeting
rooms of the hotel. The Ascoli travertine
was sel with KERABOND®, a powdered
ceramic tle adhesive {Photo 5).

Waterproofing
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Single-fired 2020
cm (B%xB") and 10x10
cmi (47 x4 ™) ceramic
tiles were used in the
bathrooms of the
hoted’s 70 antigue-
furnished guest rooms,
Thi tles were installed
with KERABOMND and
the 4 mm wide joints
were grouted with
EERACC O
mioclitied with
FUGOLASTIC®, a
water dispersion of
synthetic latex polymers. When
FUGOLASTIC is used instead af waler to
mix KERACOLOR, it makes groul mone
compact and more watertight while
increasing its resistance to abrasion. The
tiles were installed on the diagonal to
form a subtly colored latticewark pattern
(Photos & and 7).
The outdoor Olvmpic pool (Photo 8)

needed to be waterproofed before

installing ceramic Hles After beveling the
sithes and bottom with a cementitious
maortar, a 2 mm thick coat of
MAPELASTIC®, a two-component flexible
waterproofing mortar was applied with

fiberglass mesh reinforcing. When the
MAPELASTIC was dry {4-5 days alter
application) GRANIEAPID was used 1o
inskall 12524 em (4.57x9.57) clinker tiles.
These were then grouted with
KERACOLOR mixed with FUGOLASTIC.
Expansion joints in the comers were
primed with PRIMER FD, then sealed
with MAPESIL AC. The indoor pool was
also waterproofed with MAPELASTIC




before installing glass mosaic tiles with
GRANIRAPID. The tiles were grouted
with KERACOLOR+FUGOLASTIC
(Fhoto %),

Future tradition

Restoring these too often neglected
relics of our agricultural past enables us
to preserve them for future generations.
These estates, handed down from father
o son over the centuries, often contain a
rich mixture of many different styles of
architecture, as new buildings wiere built
and old ones altered and added onto,
Respecting their original rural character
requires not only intelligent architectural
planning but also the use of
technologically advanced methods and
products to achieve high performance
restilts with traditional materials

Tl Techwiea] Diafa Sheets far Mie
prosdracts mentioned i feis eridcle are
comfarned i Mapei apoer Mo, 1,
“Ceramue Tole Tosfalialoer Products”,

TECNICHAL DATA

Hotel Casale - Calli dil Tromio { Asoodi Pioenanl,
ltaly

Bkl 17h conkury
Resbored; 1990 10595
Project manager: Micola Tavolett

Conbractor Metre Vagnond, Castel di Lana
{Asali Picena), Iul_..-

Material used for fhe exterior floors

15:%0 et and 7500 cm Mondecchi bermacoita
Mapei products for installing the extenior
lerracotia”®

KERAFLOOR+ 1S0LASTIC

KERACOLOR LARGE GRAIN

hhpi.-i pmdl.lrh four Ehe np.m::lnm joknts*
WAFESIL AC and PEIMER D

Maderial used for the inberior oons:
Smorlese berraootita, natural stone, clinker,
Azooll travertine

Mapei prodwdt lor installing the lerracotia in
the inferiarn®

KERAFLOOK

Foer Eheie natiaral stone and e
GRANIRAFPIEY

For the Verde Alpi marble®:
KERALASTIC

For the elinker:

GRANIRAPIDY

For the Ascali traverine"
KERATOND

Material used for the bathrooms®;
gy 20 andd 10D cm 1inyJ.r:- [tredd Lles
Maped products for the bathroom
imstallalions:*

KERARCINDY

KERACTHL DR 4 FUGOLASTIC

Material wsed for the ouldoor ponl:

12524 s Sire clinkaer

Mapei products for walerproafing, inatslLation
and expansion joints in the ouldoos poal-"
MAPELASTIC

LGHANIEATD

KERACDN O+ FLUGOHLASTIC
MAPESIL AC and I"EIMER FI)

Matedal used for the indeor poal;

Bisaza glass mosaic

Mapei products for walerproofing and
installation in the indoor poal:*
MAPELASTIC

GRAMIRATMD

KERADOLOR: FUGOLASTIC

H:prl coordinaior: Lianmarco Felioetb

Thamae F'I'I:-dLH‘I'.'- are manobaciheed I:I:. :".!.lrl."'l in
Europe,
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