An original monumental sculpture designed fo commemorate

anold furnace.

sculpture over five metres high with a dismeter of

two metres and weighing over fivie tons, designed
entirely out of “old” materials like clay, bronee and
Carten steel and whose forms and colours call to mind
thie red-brick chimneys of old fumaces. This is the first
thing that strikes you when looking af Upus, the
sfulpture the Osimo (Ancona) Town Gonneil
commissioned Franco Torciani to embéllish the housing
estate that rose up from the “ashes” of old Fagioli
furnace. It took the artist almost two vears tomake the
sculpture using three different materials: Carten steel for
the structure, a typical industrial material that never
wears out but oxidises in the air to furmn brown; then clay
wis used for the coating actually hand-made .1ppl}'jn|.;
the same technique used for brick-making in centurigs
gone-by; Anally, bronze was used for the inserts, fused
likie lost-wiax and then given a copper groen coating. The
main problem that needed o be tackled was how to
attach the terracotta parts that needed to be fixed at their
narrowest bits and, most significantly, be pladed on top of
each other without any grouts or fillings befween them.
Torciani’s project involved assembling the bricks into
what looks like a disjointed pile rising up into thesky.
Thiese elements had to be attached (o the vibrabed
concrete panels with an approximatley 3 em Corten steel
frame round the edges. This meant a product had to be
found that adhered perfectly to the concrete and steel
frame, maintained a certain structural flexibility, and was
hard-wearing, In addition to the two inside walls, each
composed of four panels and covering an overall surface
area of about 8 m’, bwio three-dimensional objects o be
placed on top of the sculpture also had to be coated with
bricks, These objects were also made of concrete with
Corten steel ribbing. The bricks were attached using
prev-coloured KERALASTIC®, a two-component
I'"'"‘]"' urethane adhesive, and placed as close together as
possible. The adhesive was spread over the surface of the
panels and side of the bricks almost right to the top, 50 as
to make the structure as waterproof as possible. This
operation wis carried out on a flat floor to make work
easier; the only exception were the bricks near the
overlap jpints between one panel and another, which
wiere altached after the sculpture had been assembled.
Mear these joints, KERALASTIC® was only placed on the
idge of the top panel, |1-r1-{q_-r| ing to use MAPESIL AC® o
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the lower panel, a mildew-resitant
silicone sealant capable of compensating
for expansion and preventing the
maberial from breaking. After
completing the attachment and assembly
operations, the terracotta elements wene
treated with the transparent water-
repellent compound ANTIPLUVIOL 57,
until they wene completely saturated to
reduce the risk of rain seeping in. This
product had already been applied to the
bricks when they were on the ground
during assembly operations. Lastly,
EERALASTIC® was also spread over the
upper parts not visible from the ground,
again to prevent any dangerous
infiltrations. |
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TECHNICAL DATA

Opues, sonumental sculplene in Osimo
(Anconal - Naly

Buill: 2002

Chienk: Osiran Towwn Councl {Anconal
Designer and works manager: France Tosciani
Mapei products KERALASTIC, MAPESIL AC,
ANTIFLUWIOL &

Mapai conndimator Gioegis FRoncan

This project received a specal mention in the
Curiosi s section of te =1 Grand Prix
Referenee Mapei 302" competition,

Wi wonld liki 1 EI'I1F.1|IJL:II.I.‘- all thowe whio ook

gl | part in its design and construction, and thank the

people who provided ws with all the relalive
nformation
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