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I
n the heart of the Hainaut 
region between France and 
Belgium, famous for the “blue 
stone” from which it takes its 

name, a 16th century castle has 
just been completely renovated. 
This impressive project included 
the laying of approximately 400 
m2 of parquet. The renovation was 
a complete success, with Mapei 
taking part in the work on the floor 
slab, preparation of the substrate, 
smoothing over of the surface and 
bonding of the parquet.
The castle was originally surround-
ed by a moat which had later 
been eliminated. Over the years, 
a chapel and a number of resi-
dences had been added. The new 

owner of the property wanted to 
create a new environment, more 
open with more light. The interior 
designer Jean-Mark Vynckier thus 
designed an area with extremely 
clean lines, where stone (from 
Hainault, a very dark grey stone 
also known as “blue stone”) is 
carefully mixed with steel and 
wood. The children’s area is on the 
first floor, while on the ground floor 
we find the owners’ living area, an 
entrance hall, the kitchen and a 
sitting room. “We wanted to cre-
ate a special place, a loft open to 
nature – said Jean-Marc Vynckier 
– with an area which conjugates 
ultra-modern materials, such as 
stone and steel, with the warmth 

A 16th - century castle 
in the North of France

of wood. And we are extremely 
pleased with the result”.

Preparation of Substrates 
and Surfaces
80% of the floor of the castle was 
made up from a concrete floor 
slab. A number of substrates were 
repaired, particularly between the 
kitchen and sitting room, by using 
MAPECEM PRONTO. This pre-
blended, ready-to-use, quick-set-
ting and drying, controlled-shrink-
age mortar is used to make both 
floating and bonded screeds on 
new and old floor slabs. Its quick-
drying property allows the screed 
to be available for foot traffic just 2 
or 3 hours after laying and for lay-
ing the parquet after 24 hours.
SYSTEME BARRIERE MF was laid 
in the entrance hall. This system is 
distributed on the French market 
by Mapei France, the French sub-
sidiary of the Mapei Group, and is 
used to prevent rising damp and 
to quickly put the surfaces back 
into use.
SYSTEME BARRIERE MF com-
prises a primer (PRIMER MF) and 

Photo 1. A view of 
the kitchen which 
offers a blend of wood 
and stone. Before 
laying the parquet, the 
surface was smoothed 
using PLANO 3.
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An area renovated according to today’s taste, 
which conjugates the old with the new
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Photos 2 and 3. The 
bathroom and a part 
of the first floor where 
parquet was bonded 
with ULTRABOND 
ECO S955 1K (the 
French counterpart of 
ULTRABOND ECO 
S965 1K).
Photo 4. ULTRABOND 
ECO S955 1K was used 
to bond the parquet in 
several rooms.

sand (QUARTZ 1.2). It saturates 
the pores of the surface of the 
floor by impregnating them with 
resin, to form a barrier against the 
rising damp. The system is easy 
to apply, has high penetration 
and bonding properties and may 
be applied on both old and new 
substrates. PRIMER MF is a two-
component primer which was here 
applied in two layers (400 g/m2 + 
300 g/m2) and is then sprinkled 
while still fresh with QUARTZ 1.2.
A slope in the floor of the sit-
ting room was evened out using 
ULTRAPLAN MAXI, a self-levelling 
smoothing and levelling com-
pound for thicknesses of from 3 to 
30 mm. This product sets quickly 
and may be stepped on after just 3 
hours. ULTRAPLAN MAXI has been 
awarded the EMICODE EC1 mark 
by GEV, the association which 
checks emission levels of VOC in 
products used for laying floors, 
adhesives and various materials 
used in the building industry, of 
which Mapei is a member. This 
certifies that ULTRAPLAN MAXI is 
a substance with an extremely low 
emission level of volatile organic 
compounds (VOC). The flooring 
company Parqueterie de la Lys 

and Mapei chose PLANO 3 for 
smoothing and levelling the floor 
in the kitchen. This self-levelling, 
quick-hardening product has a 
particularly high yield and com-
pensated shrinkage and may be 
applied on internal surfaces only 
at thicknesses of between 3 and 
10 mm.

Bonding 400 m2 of 
Pre-finished Parquet
15 x 135 mm Mutenyé parquet 
was laid on the stairs and ground 
floor, and was bonded to the 

ULTRABOND ECO S965 1K 
It is the counterpart of ULTRABOND ECO S955 
1K, available on the French market. It is an one-
component, isocyanate and solvent-free, 
sililated polymer-based adhesive with an 
extremely low emission level of volatile organic 
compounds (VOC). 
It is manufactured according to technology 
developed in Mapei’s own research laboratories 
and has the following characteristics:
• one-component, ready-to-use product; no 
catalyser is required, therefore no mixing. If 
stored correctly, remaining quantities of the 
product may be used again at a later date;

• suitable for use by installers who are allergic to 
epoxy and epoxy-polyurethane products;
• GEV certified, as a product with a very low 
emission level of volatile organic compounds 
(EMICODE EC1 R);
• no hazard symbols on the packaging;
• easy to apply with excellent ridge holding;
• 20-30% more yield compared with 
conventional two-component adhesives, thanks 
to its low viscosity and free-flowing properties 
when applied by trowel;
• totally free of solvents and isocyanates;
• easy to remove from hands and pre-finished 
elements.

I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T
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Castle in the Hainaut region (France)
Period of Construction: 16th century 

Year of the Intervention: 2009
Intervention by Mapei: supplying products for preparing the substrates, treating against 
rising damp, smoothing and levelling, bonding parquet 
Project Designer: Jean-Marc Vynckier from A propos de Lieu 
Laying Company: Parqueterie de la Lys 
Mapei Co-ordinator: Vincent Lecomte, Mapei France SA

T E C H N I C A L  D A T A

The products mentioned in the article belong to the “Products for the Installation of 
Resilient, Textile and Wood Floor and Wall Coverings” range. The technical data sheets 
are available at the web site: www.mapei.com. Almost all the Mapei products for laying 
floors and walls are also GEV-certified and have been awarded the EMICODE EC1 (“very 
low emission level of volatile organic compounds”) mark, awarded by GEV. Mapei 
leveling and smoothing compounds and pre-blended mortars for screeds conform to 
EN 13813 standard and have been awarded the CE mark in compliance with annex ZA, 
standard EN 13813. 
Mapecem Pronto (CE EN 13813, CT-C60-F10-A1fl): pre-blended, ready-to-use, quick-
setting and drying (24 hours), controlled-shrinkage mortar for screeds.
Plano 3 (CE EN 13813, CT-C25-F7- A2fl-s1): fast-hardening, self-levelling smoothing 
compound for thicknesses from 3 to 10 mm.
Primer MF: solvent-free two-component epoxy primer to be used as an adhesion 
promoter of Mapefloor line products and to consolidate and waterproof, from residual 
damp, cementitious substrates. It is also used to impregnate surfaces of unsound 
concrete floors.
Quartz 1.2: quartz sand used for adding to epoxy systems. 
Ultrabond Eco S955 1K (EC1): one-component, isocyanate and solvent-free, sililated 
polymer-based adhesive with an extremely low emission level of volatile organic 
compounds (VOC), for all types of parquet. N.B. This product is distributed on the French 
market by Mapei France. It is the French counterpart of Ultrabond Eco S965 1K.
Ultraplan Maxi (CE EN 13813, CT-C35-F7- A2fl-s1): ultra-fast hardening self-levelling 
smoothing compound for thicknesses from 3 to 30 mm.

M A P E I  P R O D U C T S

substrate treated with SYSTEME 
BARRIERE MF in the entrance hall. 
This wood of African origin comes 
in different shades of dark brown 
with almost black streaks. 15 x 
135 mm Ipé parquet was used on 
the first floor. This wood comes 
from Central and South America 
and is a reddish-brown colour with 
shades varying from tobacco to 
dark brown.
ULTRABOND ECO S955 1K one-
component, sililated polymer-
based adhesive was used to bond 
both types of wood. This adhesive 
is easy to apply and remove from 
hands and is suitable for all types 
of parquet.
Thanks to its excellent ridge hold-
ing, ULTRABOND ECO S955 1K 
makes it much easier to register 
the parquet slats, even at high tem-
peratures. This product respects 
the environment and the health for 
those who use it, in that:
• it is solvent-free, odourless and 
contains no isocyanates;
• it is certified as EMICODE EC1, 
that is, it has an extremely low 

emission level of volatile organic 
compounds (VOC);
• it is hypo-allergenic and may 
even be used by installers who 
are allergic to epoxy-polyurethane 
products.
ULTRABOND ECO S955 is also 
suitable for heated floors, such as 
those laid in the entrance hall and 
bathrooms for this project. 
“We work on a regular basis with 
Mapei - said Bruno Bouquillon, 
manager of the flooring company 
Parqueterie de la Lys – because 
of the quality of its products for 
laying parquet and the wide range 
of products available, so we can 
solve any problem we have when 
working on site. 
We also appreciate the technical 
assistance which Mapei offers on 

site, which has the aim of verifying 
the quality of substrates and to 
choose the products and check 
how they are installed together as 
a team”. In this case, the results 
were excellent and the photos 
speak for themselves.

We are particularly grateful to Mr Bruno 
Bouquillon from the floor-laying com-
pany Parqueterie de la Lys and Jean-Marc 
Vynckier from the architectural design 
studio A propos de Lieu for their kind help 
in writing this article.

This article was taken from “Mapei & 
Vous”, issue n. 28, the in-house maga-
zine edited by Mapei France, the French 
subsidiary of the Mapei Group, whom we 
kindly thank.

Photo 5. The parquet 
was applied on the 
spiral stairway after 
treating the substrates 
with PLANO 3 self-
levelling smoothing 
compound.
Photo 6. ULTRABOND 
ECO S955 1K was 
used for bonding 
parquet in several 
areas. 
Photo 7. ULTRABOND 
ECO S955 1K was 
also used for installing 
parquet on heated 
floors in the entrance 
hall and bathrooms. 
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