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Situated in the centrally located Royal
Mail Street, the Birmingham Mailbox

was previously used as a post office.
Today it has been transformed into a
building with a strong architectural
connotation, destined to commercial
purposes in the lower levels and
residential in the upper levels, with
apartments characterized by luxurious
finishings. The design of the apartments
was particularly accurate, especially as far
as bathrooms and service areas are
concerned. In this article we present one
of the most prestigious apartments, where
the coverings of the bathrooms, different
in colours and tiles, required the use of
Mapei products for installation and for
the coloured grouts. An important
intervention, both for the strategic value
of the urban re-qualification project of the
Birmingham center as well as for the
formal content of each single creation.
The complex is situated near the Chinese
district of Birmingham, and is
surrounded by commercial streets that are
well served by all means of
transportation; it’s connected to the center
of the city thanks to the new street for
pedestrians that starts right from the
plaza built in front of the Mailbox.

The choice of the coverings
Mapei products were chosen for the
installation and grouting, in the
bathrooms and in the cloak-rooms, of
medium and large size porcelain tiles

(330x440 mm and 350x440 mm). This type of covering was
selected because of its high aesthetic content along with the
performance that was required for the buyers of the apartments.
The installation of wall tiles, applied on water-resistant
gypsumboard panels, was done with ADESILEX P25*, a ready-
to-use paste adhesive specially designed for ceramic tiles.
ADESILEX P25*, ideal for elastic bonding of tile interiors of all
types and on all types of traditional substrates, has the form of a
viscous paste and can be easily applied vertically by trowel. The
tiles, once installed, adhere immediately thanks to its excellent
initial setting. In particular, the designers planned a prestigious
colour scheme for the coverings (composed of high chromatic
quality ceramic elements), studied case by case depending on
the rooms. This required a solution for grouting the joints that
was in line with the various chromatic tones designed for each
single space, without interruptions due to white or dark joints.
This is why ULTRACOLOR* was chosen. This grout for sealing
joints, with its range of twenty-six colours, is the most complete
on the market. Composed of a mixture of special hydraulic
binders, graded aggregates, special polymers, additives and

English
style coverings

P R O J E C T S

The Birmingham Mailbox is a large
complex situated in the homonymous
British city. Recently, it was subject to
an important restoration and
functional conversion intervention,
and particular attention was paid to
the finishing of the bathrooms and the
service rooms.
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Birmingham Mailbox, Birmingham (UK)
Project: functional re-conversion ex Post Office
Year of construction: 2000/2001
Main contractor: Carillion
Contractor: Birmingham Tile & Mosaic
Material installed: porcelain tiles Porcelanosa
(330x440 mm, 350x440 mm)
Mapei products: ADESILEX P25, MAPESIL AC,
ULTRACOLOR
Mapei coordinator: Mark Louch

TECHNICAL DATA

* The products mentioned in this
article belong to the "Products for
ceramic tiles and stone materials"
line. The technical data sheets are
contained in the "Mapei
Global Infonet" CD,  and
at the "www.mapei.com”
website. Mapei
adhesives and grouts are
compliant to EN 12004
and EN 13888
standards.
Adesilex P25 (D1E): a
ready-to-use paste adhesive for ceramic tiles,
particularly indicated for installation on gypsum
boards
Mapesil AC: solvent-free, acetic-crosslinking
mildew-resistant silicone sealant available in 26
colours and transparent
Ultracolor (CG2): fast setting and drying
grout for 2 to 20 mm joints, available in 26
colours; does not produce efflorescence.

Photo 1. Picture of the external façade
characterized by extensive glass surfaces
underlined by frames in red masonry

Photo 2. The service bathroom is characterized by
the warm tones of orange tiles, installed with
ADESILEX P25, and of the joints, grouted with
Terracotta ULTRACOLOR.

Photos 3 and 4. 
For finishing the main
bathroom, neutral colors
were chosen, and
Manhattan
ULTRACOLOR and
Bahama Beige MAPESIL
AC were used.
ADESILEX P25 was
used for installation.

Photos 5 and 6. A detail
and an overall picture of
the bathroom, accessible
from the bedroom,
characterized by blue
tiles. Midnight Blue
ULTRACOLOR was used for the joints.

pigments, ULTRACOLOR* is a
valid response to design needs
not only for its wide range of
colours, but also for the
technical characteristics of the
joints grouted with this
product, which allow to
effectively combine aesthetics
and performance. Mixed and
installed carefully following
the instructions, with
ULTRACOLOR* it is possible
to obtain joints with uniform colours and without stains (does not
produce efflorescence).
Characteristics regarding installation time are also important:
ULTRACOLOR* requires short waiting times both for cleaning and
traffic, as well as for installing the covering. A solvent-free, acetic-
crosslinking mildew-resistant silicone sealant was used for
finishing. In fact, expansion and splitting joints present on walls and
floors must never be sealed with ULTRACOLOR*, but with

appropriate elastic sealants, such as
MAPESIL AC* used here. 
Available transparent or in the same
range of colors as ULTRACOLOR*,
MAPESIL AC* therefore represented the
natural completion of the above 
described job.
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