Built above ond below the water line
in the Old Port of Genoa, fhe city's
aquarium has become ane of lialy's
most popular lourist aliractions and the
Au“ ARI“M centerpiece of the rebirth of “Genoa
ty Nafastur Calamdring

The Proud”

Duﬂui;.'_m'l_i. ]1:.' the architect Eeneo Flano
and his Building Wor L-.I:-:_:P it
Genoa Aquarium is Europe's langest
miarine park. The aquarium is located in
thie Old Port of Italy’s largest harbao
{almost 50 km!) and is home to 500
species of fauna, including more than
5000 specimens of fish :1:"|'I||| =
amphibians, mammals, birds and insecls
The complex was inaugurabed during the
1992 Columbi .I-I Amies in inar of the
500th anniversary of the discovery of
Americi. Since then it has undergong
gontinuous expansion as it rides the wave
af 1ls Instank success. Alter the Vatican

. Museums and the archacological
FHOTO2 ~ excavations at Mompedd, the Aquarium is
: [taly’s third most popular tourist
attraction. It recently joined
forces with the adjacent
{propellerless) “Mave ltalia®,
of “The Good Ship faly” to
form a single integrated
complex. Of the complex's
63,000 cubic meters (82 404
cu y), 28,000 m’* (36,624 cu
yd) are located on two Aoors
beneath the water line that
feature bio-tanks and service areas.

The 35,000 m' (45,780 cu vd) above
contain the exhibits and retail spaces.
(Photos 1 and 2).

A million and half visitors a year
admire the acrobatic dolphins, the
charming penguins and the splendidly
colored sea turtles, Such a large influx,
many of whom are children, required a
durable Noor surface rhaimu]d stand up
under the heavy traffic on the two foors
of éxhibition space. Installing 13,000
square meters (139,919 sq i) of carpet
tiles requined a setting system that would
give the flooring stability, preventing
slippage that could create unsightly
buckling, with the added danger of
tripping. These concems were addressed
by using MAPEFIX, a permanent tack
adhesive in waler dispersion which is not
inflammable and contains no harmful




substances (Fhoto 3), These last two
conaideErations wers l."'._l'll_"|_"..I||'. inn otk
in a public space like the Aquarium.
Practical considerations like maintenanoe
led to the choice of carpet tiles installed
with this special adhesive. The high flow
of people ealing 108 Cream and SIpping
s0ft drinks while filing in front of tanks
containing monk seals or pirafias
imevitably cause the carpet tiles o wear
out, Because MAPEFIX has permanint

tack, the wom tiles can be replaced easily
When it dries, the MAPEFIX film retains
5 adhesivensss, so e carpel Bles can bo
removed and replaced as many times as
needed (Fhoto 4).

The Agquarium shops

In the former “Mercantile Republic™
commerce was not about to be neglected.
Souvenirs of scary sharks and cute sea
horses (according to several American
studies, there is nothing better for
calming the nerves than gazing intoan
aquarium), T-shirts, books,
videocasseties and other
itemns are sald in the shops on
the mezzanine bevel which
runs along the water line the
entire length of the Aquarium
complex. Being right on the
waterfront, whene salt air is
especially hard on
construction materials, was a
factor to be taken into
consideration. Marble agglomerate tiles,
made of natural stone fragments mixed
with a minioviem amaount of structural
polyester nesin (approx. 94% marble, 6%
resin) required a rapid setting and curing
adhesive system o prevent the somewhat
moisture sensitive tiles from absorbing
the mix water. 1,500 square meters (16,146

.E
]

5q it} of agglomerate marble fooring
wene sel with GEANIEAPTD, a two-port
adhesive that met these requirements. [
gave the tiles high diménsional stabllity
arul thie surface was ready for traffic after
only 3 hours. After carefully cleaning the
concrebe subsirate, a thin |.1j.'-:r i¥l
GRANIRAPID was applied (Photo 5)
owver ik The 124x30 cm (48°x12) tiles were
back-buttered (o ablain 100% trans{er ol
the adhesive and placed on the still fresh
layer of GRANIEAPITH (Photo 6)

Approx. 3 o 4 hours later the tles
were grouted with KERACOLOR, a
cement based grout with water-repellent
additives and synthetic resins that is
highly resistant to moisture. The
expansion joints in the marble Hle
'I""“'"i”i‘-'. wene sealed with MAPEFLEX. o
two-part palyurethane scalant whose
special formula does not stain and makes
it water resistant (Fhoto 7)

The Genoa Aquarium installation was
& success because a keam of installation
]unigls.-'.ic:n.ﬂu used innovative products
that were dey 1'!|'-|"-.'|.:. throwgh |'|!:::| -.!'.:.'lll'.
resEarch.

Pt |

Thir Gemast Aquartin
Einrope’s larpes]

RaF IR [Rirk

Mhafp 2

A e o i
Agineriem s SO k=
Photos 3 o 4
Trghrdlivie corpet files
FerjMEresl i serrnmg
suslerm Heaf ol
it L Hoarsme
ghitluiaty, prreoenfing
slippmee ol ool
CrEdle '|'I'-._"-!|'r

i TR AT
ufided |||.I|._-_;| Tl

EF Ir'|||| Il:,,'




RHOLO 7

Filn 5

f'l'r:'||:-.:I-.;.|-.||r.|.|'r.'rj'|;".l||||.r1||'|_' fils disend for B
s i Jllll'-h'ﬁ.'lih art fve Aawarinim s
iwzzanirine v amli!Ivel un'ihh
GRANIRAPIDY aoficl guoe the hiles lisgh
hurendsanreal stalmletic T finer mves reaady
i Erae dw il 3 e

Mralo &

Tastaliiing the apiionnerene sanebde L

Thye Technival Data Sheels for Hy
priwfacts meatiomed i B et
are corfarmiesl i Mapet Blindes
S 1 "Cerainie Tiie
Irisdirdlivddone Pristincde ™ oo

M 2 T Resiihicn? Flaguring
{matmllattan Prod et |l|':

ikl
i i

A

TECHMICAL IDATA
Project: The Cenoa Aquariam
Yeur af construction: 1562
Year of rensodeling: 1957
Architect: The Kenom Pano Building Worlahop

Carpel tiles instalbed by: Luig Towe, Villasanta
ML, IEady

l"'rl;ljrq:l hhnq.;rn Alssardno Rikili
Coondinater Enrion Grmed Mapei

Maberlals: Inleriace Hevgn canpet e
Shone Malka agelomsrabe marhle tiles

Prochiset for carpet lile installatson®;
MATEFIX

Produts for agglamerabe marbbe installation®;
LREANIAPIL

KERACTILOR

MAFEFLEX LI

*Thassir mterials ade part of Mapel’s Eunopean
proxtuct [ines




