
 
A Healthcare Dream Becomes Reality 

 
MAPEI Helps Cover More than One Million Square Feet of Hospital Flooring 

 

A new hospital that would serve Brampton and Etobicoke, Ontario, was first proposed in the 

1960s, and many citizens have worked tirelessly since then to bring the project from dream to 

reality. One such group of citizens is the Chinguacousy Health Services Board (CHSB). For over 

three decades, the CHSB were custodians of the land on which the new hospital stands. They 

donated the land to Osler Health Centre in 2001. As construction got underway, the new hospital 

was given the name Brampton Civic Hospital. 

 

The best way to get an idea of the huge undertaking that is the Brampton Civic Hospital – 

composed of two main buildings – is to take a brief look at the construction update: 

• The three-story Diagnostic & Therapeutic (DT) building is now completely enclosed.  

• The last crane assigned to the six-story Inpatient (IP) building has been dismantled. Two 

cranes remain on site as work continues on the parking structure. 

• Cement is still being poured for the parking garage.  It has reached Level 6 of 7.  When 

finished, it will house 1,400 parking spaces. 

• The glass-walled pedestrian link between the parking garage and the DT building has 

been constructed. 

• In some areas of the Emergency Department, the walls are painted and flooring has been 

installed. 

By the time the project is finished next July, Northwood Carpet and Tile will have installed one 

million square feet (92 903 m2) of linoleum and sheet vinyl. Resilient floor coverings such as 

linoleum and sheet vinyl are preferred in health centres because of their relatively impervious 

surface.  Jason Mclay, project manager for Northwood, said, “This is simply a routine installation 

for us, just a little bit larger than usual.” He adds, “We’ve been using MAPEI floor-covering 

installation products for four or five years now, and that’s what we’ll be using on this William Osler 



Health Centre project. We’re applying the linoleum with Ultrabond ECO® 540, and we’re using 

Ultrabond ECO 350 for the sheet vinyl installation.”  

 

Mclay and his team are presently working on all floors of the hospital’s two buildings, installing 

many different colors and patterns of resilient floor coverings, which differ from department to 

department within the facility. They began by using Planipatch® mixed with Planipatch Plus™ to fill 

small voids in some areas. A new product the installers have found even easier to use is MAPEI’s 

Ultra SkimCoat™. “We just mix it with water and apply it directly to large spaces,” said Mclay. 

“When you have 25 to 50 workers on a floor at one time, it’s important to eliminate any chance of 

failure due to errors in mixing. Ultra Skimcoat gives us that reliability.”   

 

For floor spaces that require leveling, the Northwood team is using Primer L™ (formerly 

Ultraprime L) and Novoplan® 2. They are then covering the screeded surface with Planiseal™ 

MRB moisture-reduction barrier. Using the Planiseal MRB allows the installers to begin covering 

the floors sooner with Ultrabond ECO 540 and linoleum or Ultrabond ECO 350 and sheet vinyl. 

The work will be going on for several months. Even on the tight schedule Northwood is following, 

the one-million-square-foot (92 903 m2) installation will not be complete until July 2007.  

 

York Marble and Castlewall are doing all ceramic tile installations in the washrooms and showers 

in the two buildings and also in the hospital’s lobby. A standard job for the tile installers, they will 

be using Type 1™ to apply the wall tiles. In this healthcare environment, the installers will be using 

Kerapoxy® grout in the showers for its stain and chemical resistance properties. In the lobby, they 

will be installing 24” x 24” (61 x 61 cm) large-format tiles, using Ultraflex™ 2 mortar. 

 

The Brampton Civic Hospital of William Osler Health Centre is a one-of-a-kind project in Ontario. 

The people of the community raised the money for construction, and they will operate the hospital 

for 25 years before turning it over to the provincial government. They wanted the best installation 



products to ensure the project’s longevity, and both Northwood and York/Castlewall gave them 

products they can depend on by using MAPEI’s total solutions. 

 

 


