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7,000 m2 of dream cars in Île-de-France

T
he building which houses
the Mercedes Benz Center 
in Rueil Malmaison, a 
French city in the depart-

ment of Hauts-de-Seine in the Île-
de-France region, stands out par-
ticularly for the originality and the 
high-quality of the works carried 
out, a match for the high stand-
ards synonymous of Mercedes-

Benz.
Right from the design phase, the 
aim of the Mercedes Benz Center 
was to create a building to present 
various models and new ranges of 
cars to the clients and delivery of 
new cars in a luxurious, functional 
and, at the same time, comfort-
able setting.
And for a more complete service, 

Mercedes Benz Center

Photo 1. 
The Mercedes-Benz 
Center has a bar and 
restaurant available 
for their clients.

there is also a bar and restaurant 
available for potential buyers.
The construction covers an area 
of 25,000 m2 and has more than 
450 underground parking spaces 
available. The design concept of 
the showroom, particularly lumi-
nous yet light thanks to the glass 
roof and walls, offers a certain 
continuity between the inside and 
outside.
Edi Ingénierie was responsi-
ble for the project and guaran-
teed that work on the complex 
would be completed according 
to the particularly tight schedule, 
but without overlooking the high 
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Photo 2. The large 
showroom area is 
completely surrounded 
by glass.

quality standards typical of the 
Mercedes-Benz brand.

Prestigious Laying and 
Grouting
In order to complete such a pres-
tigious job, the design studio 
contacted the French company 
France Sols from the SPR Group, 
which laid the floor carpets and 
the tiles on the walls and floors.
The various laying phases, divided 
into different environments for a 
total of 7,000 m2, had a very 
tight schedule to follow. Since the 
materials had to be laid in a very 
short space of time and a particu-

larly high quality final result was 
required, the choice of products 
to be used was fundamentally 
important. And so, they turned to 
Mapei.
The floors in the showroom and 
sales areas were covered with 
ceramic tiles in two different sizes 
(60x30 cm and 30x30 cm).
KERAFLEX cementitious adhesive 
was recommended for bonding, 
since it is ideal for all kinds of 
ceramic tiles, mosaic and natu-
ral stone on internal and external 
walls and floors (as long as the 
materials are moisture stable).
KERAFLEX has particularly good 
workability. Thanks to its high 
thixotropy, it may be applied on 
vertical surfaces without the tiles 
slipping. It bonds perfectly to all 

types of substrates, hardens with-
out noticeable shrinkage and has 
an extended open time.
The joints were grouted with 
ULTRACOLOR PLUS (colour n° 
120 black) 24 hours after laying 
the tiles. ULTRACOLOR PLUS is 
a high-performance, anti-efflo-
rescence, quick setting and dry-
ing polymer-modified grout for 
joints from 2 to 20 mm wide. 
It also has BioBlock® technology 
which reduces the formation of 
mould in damp environments and 
DropEffect® technology which 
makes it water-repellent. 
This product is available in 26 dif-
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ferent colours. 
On the walls, the porcelain tiles 
(size 30x30 cm) were again bond-
ed using KERAFLEX adhesive.
Mapei products were also select-
ed for the bathroom walls. In this 
particular case, glazed porcelain 
tiles (size 10x10 cm) were bonded 
using ADESILEX P24 PLUS. This 
adhesive is ready-to-use and slip-
resistant. It is distributed on the 
French market by Mapei France, 
the French subsidiary of the Mapei 
Group.
The joints were grouted with 
KERAPOXY two-component acid-
resistant epoxy mortar, available 
in 26 different colours for grouting 
joints at least 3 mm wide.

Laying the Floor Carpet
The floors in the meeting rooms 
were laid with carpet.
Supplied by Desso DLW, the 
“Mercedes Benz W11893-29” 

KERAFLEX
It is an improved (2), slip resistant (T) cementitious 
adhesive (C), with extended open time (E) of class 
C2TE according to EN 12004. It has obtained 
the EMICODE EC1 R (“very low emission level of 
volatile organic compounds”) certification awarded 
by GEV. It features high bonding strength and 
low viscosity, therefore it is easily workable. It is 

highly thixotropic and recommended for  interior 
and exterior bonding of ceramic tiles porcelain, 
stone materials and mosaics of every type on 
floors, walls and ceilings. It is also suitable for 
spot bonding of insulating materials such as 
expanded polystyrene, rock and glass wool, 
Eraclit® (wood-cement panels), sound-deadening/
reduction panels, etc. It is easily workable and 
highly thixotropic. KERAFLEX can be applied 
on a vertical surface without dripping or letting 
the tiles slip, even for heavy tiles. Tiles can be 
installed from the top towards the bottom without 
using spacer pegs. It has a perfect adherence to 
all materials normally used in building; it hardens 
without appreciable shrinkage.

I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T

model of carpet was designed 
ad hoc for the Mercedes-Benz 
Center. The carpet was laid using 
ULTRABOND ECO 350 non-flam-
mable adhesive in water disper-

sion with a very low emission level 
of volatile organic compounds 
(VOC), which makes it safer for 
carpet-layers’ health.
The adhesive was tested in 
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Mapei’s Research & Development 
laboratories to apply resilient 
flooring materials. It has a rapid 
initial grab and an excellent bond 
over long periods of time. Floors 
laid with ULTRABOND ECO 350 
can be set to foot traffic after 24 
hours and may be put in service 
after 72 hours.
It may also be used for heated 
floors, floors subject to heavy 
pedestrian use and the passage 
of wheelchairs, as in this case. 
In the other areas, rubber floor 
sheets were laid and bonded using 
ADESILEX LP double coat poly-
chloroprene adhesive in solvent 
solution for textile, rubber, PVC, 
linoleum and cork coverings.

This article was taken from “Mapei 
& Vous”, issue n. 8, the in-house 
magazine published Mapei France, 
the French subsidiary of the Mapei 
Group, whom we kindly thank.

Photos 3, 4 and 5. 
The floorings in the 
showroom and sales 
areas are covered with 
porcelain tiles bonded 
with KERAFLEX. Joints 
were grouted with 
ULTRACOLOR PLUS. 

Mercedes Benz Center, Centre de Vente, de Découverte e d’Essais, 
Rueil Malmaison (France)
Period of Construction: 2004-2005

Intervention by Mapei: supplying products for installing porcelain tiles and carpet floorings on 
walls and floors in the showroom areas, in the meeting rooms and in the bathrooms; supplying 
products for laying rubber floorings in the service areas.
Project: Scau
Works Direction: Veritas
Customer: Daimler Chrysler France
Works Direction: Edi Ingénierie 
Laying Company: France Sols Groupe SPR 
Material Laid: porcelain tiles, carpet, rubber 
Mapei Co-ordination: Mapei France

T E C H N I C A L  D A T A

The products mentioned in this article belong to the “Products for Ceramic Tiles 
and Stone Materials” and the “Products for the Installation of Resilient, Textile and 
Wood Floor and Wall Coverings” ranges. The technical data sheets are available at 
the web site www.mapei.com. Mapei’s adhesives for ceramics and stone materials 
conform to EN 12004 standard and have been awarded the CE mark in compliance 
with Annex ZA, standard EN 12004. Mapei grouts for ceramics and stone materials 
conform to EN 13888 standard. Mapei levelling and smoothing compounds and pre-
blended mortars for screeds conform to EN 13813 standard and have been awarded 
the CE mark in compliance with annex ZA, standard EN 13813. Almost all the Mapei 
products for laying floors and walls have been awarded the EMICODE EC1 (“very low 
emission level of volatile organic compounds”) mark awarded by GEV. 
Adesilex LP (C2TE, EC1 R): double coat polychloroprene adhesive in solvent solution.
Adesilex P24 Plus: ready-to-use, slip-resistant adhesive. N.B. This product is 
distributed by Mapei France on the French market.
Keraflex (C2TE, EC1 R, EN 12004): high performance cementitious adhesive, with 
no vertical slip and with extended open time for ceramic tiles and stone material.
Ultrabond Eco 350 (EC1): solvent-free acrylic adhesive with high bonding strength, 
even after extended open time and with very low VOC content for the installation of 
rubber, PVC, vinyl, polyolefine, linoleum and carpet floorings.
Ultracolor Plus (CG2, EC1): fast-setting and drying, high performance, anti-
efflorescence, water-repellent grout for joints from 2 to 20 mm with DropEffect® and 
anti-mould with BioBlock® technology.
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