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The brainchild of Kenzo Tange,
the new headquarters of the

German car manufacturer stands
at the gates of Milan,

he new headgquariers of BMW,

conceived by the world-renowned
architect Kenzo Tange, is situated in San
Do ok,
Facing oul into the Milanese hinterland,
the impressive, distinctive structure is
flanked by a wall which separates it
from the via Emilia. Here it mestles ina
small wedge of land delimited (o the
South by a curving molorway crossing
which forms almosis a template for the
Tange-designed structure, The startling
but simple fagade is cerfainly destined =
to become an unmistakeable lamdmark
for commuters arriving m Milan from
the South-East. So simple is it, indeed?
that the design.of the building may
seem elementarylike awhite cheel

scored with bla i | siripes,

peculiarly Mexe ?ﬂ In'the
movalive project,
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appearance, With a landscaped drea
which is part-look-out part-piazza. Not
just simple, the shape of the edifice is
artistically original, too, evoking a sail
buffetted in the wind. The remarkable
aesthetics also conceal an excellent tenso-
strachural solution, used to install the
;;;Ia.-‘-.—‘. panels in the showroom secton

The high facade is eleven metres tall and
l1‘|.'!l.ll|:l'd A syskiem of three sus i,1|*|1._1._'{1
perpendic ular panels, inter-connected
and again in glass, held together by

at the gates of the city of Milan.
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stainless steel link pieces atfixed to the
12/15 mm glass purposely tempered to
b drilled and appended. Mapei products
wiere used inside the showroom for the
preparation of the cement substrate and
for the fitting of the 60x60 cm porcelain
floor tiles. To satisfy the demands
expressed by the ¢
and insisted on a tec

Lowho reguest i
1ical solution
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DN regulations, the following products
wene utilised: ADESILEX P4*, for the
levelling of the substrate, and
EERABOMD+ISOLASTIC® for the
installation of the ]'ll.:-n._-:'].l.iu Ll

The underlayment, on which the tles
were to be Ladd, was a cemenit-based
screed with added fluidifier in which the
heating pipes were embedded.
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The compactness of a mortar-bed of this

nature meant that adequate scarification

through sand-papering was necessary

before installation work could begin.

This would ensure that the superficial
m the screed could open.

s the scarited areas had been cleaned,
the PRIMER G°, dilubed to one part
product, one part waber, could be pasted
on with a roller. The expansion joints in
the screed were recreated according to the
number of tles to be laid, while those
which could not be used were sealed
with EPCRIP™.

The executing company then J'IJ'I'III.'I:"I.‘ll."'l:l. [ [4]
the levelling with ADESILEX P4, whose
excellent workability and plasticity
propeties permit the tile fitter to work
with product widths of 2 to 20 mm with a
single hand; this product can also be used
beneath shafts {of up to 4-5 metres)
without disturbing the coverage, and
henoe vielding a perfectly smoaoth,
compact, resistent and quick-drying
substrate,

The laying of the tiles was effectuated
with KERABOND+ISOLASTIC®, a highly
deformable adhesive product, with

10 rrum Joints grouted with

KERACOLOR C A im the showroom,

KERABOND+ISOLASTIC® was again the
preferred formula in the wo op, albeit
here with a mone resistent 20x20 deep-
section porcelain tile for the flooring
material.
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B2AW Italia Headguasiers - San Donato
MhLanese, Milan - IL'||§,'

Project: Keneo Tange Associates, Tokov

Year of constrction: 1798
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