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Great care was taken over choosing the installation products for the floors of this

primary school: Mapei's Eco range.

rchitectural deslgners consider hard-

wearing floors to be particularky

suitable for spacious places like offices,
clinics and schools, due to how easy to clean
and resastant they are,
This is why linoleum was chosen to cover the
floors of this recently built primary school in
Cantu, a small town not far from Comao. It was
used for both the octagonal central hall, with
three classrooms and the canteen leading of
it, and the corrigdors leading through to the
outside garden and utility rooms. A total of
approdimately 550 square metres of linofeum
floaring were laid, chosen in two colours to
distinguish the classrooms area and canteen
from the communal parts (lounge, cormidors
and affices). Increasing attention to the
guality and comfort of communal spaces
[particularly those used by young childnen)
and enviranmental protection meant that
only low eco-impact products were chasen,
starting with the bonding primers and
pdhesives for laying the Noors, all supplied by

Mape. S0, after carrying out a careful
inspection with a carbide hygrometer ta check
there was no damp in the screed (the humidity
level must be no more than 2.5-3% far cement-
based substrates], the substrate was prepared
by cleaning it to get rid of any palnt, wax of
rust from the screed that might interfere with
bonding. After completing this operation, ECO
PRIM R* was applied, ideal for improving how
levelling compounds bond to either absorbent
ar nan-absorbent surfaces and for adjusting
the absarption kevel of highly porous cement-
based surfaces. This solvent-free primer is not
inflammable and a has a wery low emission
rate for volatile organic substances (VOC), This
means it is nat harmful to either the Inctallers
or the end-users of the places wene it is
installed, This product, like the rest referred to
in this article (all from Mapei's Eco range) have
been tested and certified by gualified
international institutes, such as the German
body TF [Teppich Forschung Institut) and the
American Carpet and Rug bnstitute (CRI),
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Controls carried out certify the extremely low
emission rate of volatile organic substances
and prove it has passed toxicity tests,a
guarantee for both installers and end-users.
ECO PRIM® can be applied 1o the subsirate
using either a brush or roller, and it must be
left to dry properly far between 1-4 houwrs at
room temperature and humidity levels, befone
applying the levelling compound. ULTRAPLAN
ECO*® was used the following day to even out
any differences in the thickness of the
substrates, This ultra-fast hardening salf-
levedling compound for thicknesses of 1-10
mm with low emission of volatile organic
campaunds (VOC) can only be used Indoors
and is applied by pump or flat trowel. Thanks
to its incredible self-leveliing properties, the
product instantly gets rid of any imperfections
that have formed, such as unevenness caused
by troneel work, Smoothing by means of
ULTRAPLAN ECO* is ideal for the installation of
hard-wearing floors, as in this Instance, or alsg
textile, ceramic or wooden floors after 12
hours, althouwgh the length of time varies
according to the thickness of the levelling
compound, temperature or humidity bevel in
the place wherne it is being applied. The
substrate is mechanically dleaned before
applying the adhesive or linaleum sheets.
LILTRABOMD ECO 540", a harmless adhesive in
water dispersion with low emission of volatile
organic substances (VOC), specially designed
for lincleum, was then used for banding the
fooring, ULTRABOND ECO 540%, which is easy
to apply and sets guickly and safely, already
has a hard, elastic film just 24 hours after
hardening, so that it bonds wall 1o all
substrates, This adhesive is spacially
formulated for installing linoleum flooring in
places where there is heavy (oot affic and
wheelchairs and rollers are freguently ln wee,
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such as hospitals.

The coating wsed Is Linosom Veneto by Tarkett
Sommer. This exclusively natural anti-bacterial
and anti-static product, resistant to minar
burns and wheelchalrs passing aver It comes
in & thickness of 3.2 mm

After applying ULTRABOND ECO 540°, the
linaleum sheets were carefully “massaged
with a roller, starting from the centre and
moving cutwards. This is to soak them
properly and remove any alr bubbles,

Thie linoleum was then trirmmed at the cormers
anvel edges 1o remove any exoEss matersal,

Finally, the floors were finished off by heat-
welding the points and installing a semi-rigid
layer of PVC ]

*The progucts seferred 1o in this
arficle belong fo the “Products
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TECHNICAL DATA |

Lruola Materna Mirabedlo, Canti (Com) - Italy

Workcs: irtallaticn of lindleum oo

Year: 2002 |
Architectural deslgnae Franco Bosghl

Bullding firme CBM Restaur, Arzago d'Adda (Milano)
bristalber: Colamb Linoleum, Monm

Materlal installed: | incuom Vensto linoleum by Tarket
Soemmes

Busildsng Site Menager: Mr Buss

Mapei Prodwcts: ECO PRIM R ULTRAPLAN ECOL LILTRA- '
BOND ECO 540

Mapai Co-crdimator: Duvide Ottolini
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