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Blaj 
Cultural 
PalaCe
In Blaj, a small Romanian city in the Transylvania Region, the Blaj Cultural 
Palace has been given a new lease of life.
The Romanian architect Vlad Sebastian Rusu has breathed new life into 
this “Palace of Culture”, which was built in 1930 and had been left in a 
state of ruin after being devastated by fire in 1995.
The building was originally designed by the Bucharest architect Victor 
Smigelschi as the headquarters of a Transylvanian cultural association. 
It was then renovated in 1960 to provide the city with a cinema, a library, 
a wire broadcasting centre and a museum about the history and back-
ground of the region.
The architect managed to find old photos of the exterior of the building 
which allowed him to restore the structure to its original condition. Old 
photos of the interior of the building, however, could not be found. This 
meant that Resu had more freedom to express his creativity and he chose 
to create simple, spacious areas inside the building that could be easily 
adapted to suit different activities.
The main hall now has a stage and seating for up to 250 people. The 
walls of the hall were stripped of their render, which revealed solid walls 
incorporating large arches, multi-faceted columns and features protruding 
from the walls.

ReSIn flOORIng IS The CenTRePIeCe 
Of a SPeCTaCulaR RefuRBIShed 
hISTORICal landmaRk
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The Blaj Cultural Palace is included in the protection area of historical monuments of national importance in 
Romania being part of an architectural complex in the county of Alba (Transylvania) that includes the Sf. Treime 
Church (LMI code: AB-II-m-A-00187) and the Bagdi Gyorgy/Metropolitan Palace (LMI code: AB-II-m-A-00189.01).
Furthermore it has been nominated for the famous 2017 Mies van der Rohe Award (the official architecture prize 
of the European Union).

MAPEI for ArTS>
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TECHNICAL DATA
Blaj Cultural Palace, Blaj 
(Romania)
Period of Costruction: 1930
Period of Intervention: 
2013-2016
Intervention by Mapei: 
supplying products for the 
preparation of resin floorings
Client: City administration 
of Blaj
Original Project: Victor 
Smigelschi
Refurbishment Project: 
Vlad Sebastian Rusu
General Manager: asiza 

Birou de arhitectură, Cluj-napoca
Installer Company: k & kis 
Cristuru Secuiesc, herbau 
miercurea Ciuc
Mapei Distributor: Szilank
Mapei Co-Ordinator: Cristi 
horiea (mapei Romania)

MAPEI PRODUCTS
Topcem, Primer Sn, mapefloor 
I 300 Sl, mapecolor Paste, 
mapeflex Pu45, mapefoam

for furthrer information see the 
website www.mapei.ro and 
www.mapei.com

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
MAPEFLOOR I 300 SL
Two-component multi-purpose neutral-coloured epoxy 
formulate for industrial floor coatings up to 4 mm thick in 
compliance with the standards currently applied in the food 
sector, and in the chemical and pharmaceutical industries. 
It has high solid content used to create self-levelling or 
multi-layered resin coatings with an attractive smooth or 
non-slip surface. This product can contribute up to 2 points 
to obtain the LEED certification.

The roof was rebuilt which gave the hall the sensation of be-
ing more spacious, with large skylights designed to create a 
kind of buffer zone between the old elements and the new 
features and to highlight its array of different patterns. The ar-
eas used for storage and the service rooms were transferred 
to the basement, which meant the ground floor could be left 
completely free to be used as a foyer and to house all the 
backstage structures.
The first floor is used for extra storage space and is also home 
for the offices of the alba branch of the Romanian academy, a 
cultural organisation which promotes Romanian art, science 
and literature.
The project also included new electrics, a new heating sys-
tem, new sanitary and ventilation systems and renovation 
work on a courtyard on the south-eastern side of the building.

ARTS, RESINS & FUNCTIONALITY
as part of the redevelopment work on the building, a new 
resin flooring was designed to enhance the aesthetical beauty 
of this artistic palace: maPeflOOR I 300 Sl was the best 
candidate for this purpose. Preliminary work involved install-
ing a new substrate made from TOPCem, special hydraulic 
binder for normal-setting, rapid-drying (4 hours), controlled 
shrinkage screeds.
a coat of PRImeR Sn, fillerized epoxy primer, was applied on 
the new screed and, while it was still wet,it was immediately 
lightly broadcast with QuaRTZ 0.5 so that the coat of resin 
applied later would form a perfect bond.
Once the primer had hardened, maPeflOOR I 300 Sl, used 
as a self-levelling resin with 2 mm thickness, was pigmented
with maPeCOlOR PaSTe, coloured paste system and it was
spread over the surface.

maPefleX Pu 45 one-component, rapid-hardening, paint-
able, thixotropic, high modulus polyurethane sealant and 
adhesive was then used to seal the expansion joints in the 
flooring.
maPefOam foam cord was preliminary used to calibrate the 
depth of the sealant in the joints.
Work on the refurbishment of the Cultural Palace started in 
2013 and was completed in the spring of 2016.
and today, the Blaj Cultural Palace has regained its place as 
one of the most significant cultural sites in Transylvania and is 
so important that it has been included in a list of monuments 
of historical interest covered by a national preservation order.

above. The external açade of the Blaj Cultural Palace at the end of the 
renovations works.


