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“Corte di Quarto” officially opened in 
the Quarto Oggiaro suburb of Milan 
on 17th December last year after three 
years’ work. This building stands 
alongside (and completing) Ca-
sArché, where the CasArché Foun-
dation - a non-profit organisation 
founded in Milan in 1991 by Father 
Giuseppe Bettoni - has been hosting 
a mother-child community for the 
last three years. 
As was the case in 2016 when it do-
nated its products for the construc-
tion of CasArché, a former nursery 
school converted into an educa-
tional community, Mapei was once 
again involved in the redevelopment 
of this new facility commissioned by 

the CasArché Foundation  supplying 
numerous solutions for both the in-
teriors and exteriors and its qualified 
technicians' assistance on site . 
The doors of the house were offi-
cially opened by a special guest, His 
Eminence Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
Secretary of the Vatican State, who 
took part in the opening ceremony 
together with father Giuseppe Bet-
toni, founder and head of the CasAr-
ché Foundation, Gabriele Rabaiotti, 
Councillor for Social and Housing 
Policies for Milan City Council, Da-
niela Maldini, Mayor of the town of 
Novate Milanese, and some of the 
most important backers of the “Cor-
te di Quarto” project, including Jean 

Pierre Mustier and Cesare Bisoni, re-
spectively the CEO and Chairman of 
UniCredit bank.
Plenty of other guests from the 
world of charity work, associations 
and politics also took part in the of-
ficial opening of a building that is 
so much more than just a simple 
house: it will be a place for social re-
generation designed to accommo-
date struggling families and people 
committed to supporting them as 
part of an experiment into the idea 
of open, inclusive citizenship in close 
interaction with the surrounding ter-
ritory. In a nutshell, from housing to 
homing.
The building’s 14 apartments will not 
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just accommodate mothers with 
children who will be helped to stand 
on their own feet again, but also indi-
vidual people or couples choosing to 
live in neighbourly solidarity, as well 
as a small fraternity of priests and 
nuns. This will create a supportive 
environment that will bring together 
people who are struggling and peo-
ple willing to share their problems 
and hopes. There will also be a coun-
selling service for local families. 

Cutting-edge technology 
for comfortable housing
Mapei has supplied numerous pro-

jects for constructing this new build-
ing in record time. 
The screed supporting the flooring 
made from TOPCEM PRONTO pre-
mixed mortar was soundproofed 
using the MAPESIlENT system in-
stalled under the screeds. 
The balconies were waterproofed 
using MAPEBAND SA self-adhesive 
butyl tape, MAPElASTIC elastic ce-
mentitious mortar, and MAPENET 
150 alkali-resistant, fibreglass mesh.
The ceramic tiles were installed in 
interiors and exteriors using KERA-
FlEX MAXI S1 ZERØ adhesive and 
UlTRACOlOR PlUS grout for joints. 
water-based enamel paints from 
the DURSIlAC range were used for 
the iron railings in conjunction with 
DURSIlAC NO RUST primer. 
The internal finishing of the walls was 
carried out using DURSIlITE MATT 
paint, while SIlEXCOlOR PAINT was 
used together with SIlEXCOlOR 
PRIMER to finish other parts of the 
new building.

Mapei has been supporting Arché 
for many years, an Onlus (socially 
useful non-profit organisation) set 
up in Milan in 1991 thanks to the 
work of Father Giuseppe Bettoni. 
Arché’s mission is to take care of 
both mother and child in trouble-
some social situations or assist 
people that cannot cope. The aim 
is to help them become socially 
independent in terms of both ac-
commodation and work.
CasArché manages two care 
homes in Milan: one is located 
in Porta Venezia district and the 
other one is in Quarto Oggiaro, a 
neighbourhood in the suburbs of 
Milan. 
Arché is involved in projects in 
Milan, Rome, San Benedetto del 
Tronto (Italy), Kisii (Kenya) and 
Zambia with the help of volun-
teers and assistants, focusing on 
families in need and developing a 
closely-knit community. 


