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FOLLOWING 
RESTORATION WORK 
ON THE FAÇADE, THIS 
IMPORTANT NOBLE 
PALACE OPPOSITE THE 
CITY’S CATHEDRAL 
HAS RETURNED TO ITS 
FORMER SPLENDOUR

The old part of Palermo has one of 
the richest and most articulated col-
lections of historical buildings and 
sites in Europe, with more than 500 
old palaces, churches, convents, 
monasteries, and theatres. They are 
all spread throughout the fabric of 
the city which developed over the 
years, from the times of the Phoeni-
cian colonisation, and then through 
the periods of Greek, Roman, Byzan-
tine, Arabian, Norman, Swabian, An-
jou, Aragon and Spanish influence, 
right up to the latest urban redevel-
opment works.
Opposite the majestic, Arabian-Nor-
man cathedral runs the oldest street 
in Palermo, along which there are a 
number of beautiful, noble town-
houses. One of these is Palazzo Fi-
langeri of the Princes of Cutò, which 
started life in the middle of the 18th 
century. The Filangieri-Cutò family 
was of Norman origin and part of the 
Italian aristocracy which put down its 
roots in many parts of southern Italy 
after the middle of the 11th century.
In 2019 the façade of the palace, 

The products used for the restora-
tion work on the façade of Palazzo 
Filangeri had to be approved by 
the Local Heritage Authority and 
needed to be in keeping with the 
ancient walls and their decorative 
features. A system was required 
that provided the best level of 
protection possible from aggressive 
atmospheric agents, pollution and 
the effects of microorganisms and 
mould. The product chosen for this 
phase, SILANCOLOR PAINT PLUS 
transpirant, water-repellent paint, 
satisfied the requirements of the 
design team and the Local Heritage 
Authority.
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which had become badly damaged 
and deteriorated over the years, un-
derwent important restoration work.

Aesthetics and durability 
Aesthetic qualities along with high 
mechanical performance properties 
and durability were the criteria which 
inspired this restoration project. The 
choices made during the design 
phase and when carrying out the 
various interventions also took into 
account the repair work required on 
the historic features of the palace.
The first operation was to apply  
SILANCOLOR CLEANER PLUS, a hy-
gienising treatment in watery solu-
tion resistant to mould and algae, 
to carry out a deep-clean of the sub-
strates. All the detached areas of ma-
sonry that had been removed during 
the cleaning operations were reinte-
grated with MAPEWALL RENDER & 
STRENGTHEN high strength, fibre-
reinforced, natural, hydraulic, lime-
based, transpirant mortar with very 
low emission of VOC (Volatile Organic 
Compounds).
Once the restoration work on the 
façade had been completed, the en-
tire surface was consolidated with  
SILEXCOLOR BASE COAT, a special 
modified potassium silicate-based, 
highly transpirant coloured silicate 
undercoat. This product helps im-
proving the final bond of potassium 
silicate-based finishing products, 
when applied on old, organic resin-
based finishing materials. This part 
of the work also served to prepare 
a base for the skim coat to be ap-
plied later, which was carried out us-
ing MAPE-ANTIQUE FC GROSSO, a 
coarse-textured, large-grained, salt-
resistant, lime and Eco-Pozzolan-
based, breathable mortar specifically 

developed for use on stone, brick, 
tuff and mixed masonry, including 
on buildings of historic and cultural 
interest. The next step was to apply 
a coat of SILANCOLOR BASE COAT, 
a water-repellent, coloured silicone 
resin-based based paint in water dis-
persion, and the finishing operations 
were then completed by applying a 
coat of SILANCOLOR PAINT PLUS, a 
water-repellent, transpirant siloxane 
paint for the hygiene of interior and 
exterior walls. It protects surfaces 
from the action of algae, mould and 
fungi, forming a long-lasting protec-
tive coat on the substrate.

TECHNICAL DATA
Palazzo Filangeri of the 
Princes of Cutò, Palermo 
(Italy)
Year of construction: 1764
Year of the intervention: 
2019
Intervention by Mapei: 
supplying products for 
repairing masonry and 

coating the façades
Client: Principe Starrabba 
di Giardinelli
Design: Fabio Giardina
Works director: Fabio 
Giardina 
Main contractor: GS 
Restauri di Gaetano 
Sciortino 
Mapei distributor: Corsale 

Ceramiche
Mapei coordinators: Ezio 
Vallone, Salvatore Costa, 
Rocco Briglia, Rosario 
Conigliaro, Mapei SpA (Italy)

MAPEI PRODUCTS
Renovate masonry: 
Mapewall Render 
& Strengthen, 

Mape-Antique FC Grosso 
Wall coatings : Malech, 
Silancolor Cleaner Plus, 
Silancolor Base Coat, 
Silancolor Paint Plus, 
Silexcolor Base Coat

For further information 
on products visit 
www.mapei.com

ABOVE. The palace after 
completion of the works.
LEFT. After removing the 
detached masonry and 
renders and cleaning the 
substrates, the façades were 
painted and protected with 
SILANCOLOR BASE COAT and 
SILANCOLOR PAINT PLUS.

SILANCOLOR 
Paint PLUS

Water-repellent, transpirant, mould 
and algae resistant, siloxane paint for 
the hygiene of walls, in internal and 
external applications.

FIND OUT MORE
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EXPOSED
MASONRY?

 Mape-Antique Allettamento MapeWall Muratura Fine

Mape-Antique Alettamento and MapeWall Muratura Fine are transpirant, natural hydraulic lime-based 
mortars for installing and pointing “exposed” masonry, available in a range of 7 colours.

• Suitable for historical buildings
• Cement-free
• Resistant to soluble salts

• Suitable for new buildings
• Excellent mechanical performances
• Excellent quality/price ratio

 TUFF CREAM    IVORY    GREY                  DOVE-GREY    PINK

Two products 
for installing 
and pointing 

“exposed” masonry. 
A wide range 

of colours available.

Learn more on mapei.com

BRICK
COLOURED 

EVERYTHING’S OK WITH MAPEI




