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AN EVENING AT THE EMBASSY: 
ART AND VIPS
Mapei’s 80th anniversary was also 
celebrated in grand style in Greece.            
Mapei Hellas SA decided not only to or-
ganise an entire day’s celebrations but 
also sponsor a special exhibition that 
lasted almost 2 weeks from 21st June to 
2nd July. We are referring to the “PRIN-
CIPIVM” mosaic installation held at the 
Italian Embassy in Athens.
Mapei is widely known and respected for 
its attention to art. Based on its founder 
Rodolfo Squinzi’s belief that “Work can 
never be separated from art and pas-
sion”, the Group is constantly committed 
to supporting events, people and loca-
tions in the world of art: from its long-
term backing for the La Scala Opera 
House in Milan, the National Trust for Ita-
ly (FAI) and Accademia Nazionale Santa 
Cecilia in Rome to its partnership in ren-
ovating such famous theatres and mu-
seums as the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum in New York, Peggy Guggen-
heim Collection in Venice, and the afore-
mentioned La Scala Opera House.

This faith in art and determination to 
keep on progressing to achieve better 
results was embraced by the Greek art-
ist Olga Goulandris, who also admires 
the company’s remarkable technical 
expertise and constant investment in 
research. Mapei Hellas SA’s backing for 
this exhibition is also part of the subsidi-
ary’s ongoing commitment to support 
local cultural events and sports.
Olga’s mosaic works displayed in the 
exhibition set out to explore the relations 
between different natural elements, mak-
ing each work a seamless whole without 
compromising the individuality of its con-

stitutive parts. The creative process she 
uses is called “intuitive mosaics”: there is 
no specific underlying plan, just constant 
experimentation into textures, colours 
and materials.
The artist first came into contact with 
Mapei a few years ago in Venice, and 
it was after finding out about the com-
pany’s various solutions that she cre-
ated the works forming PRINCIPIVM. 
They are spheres covered with mosa-
ics, whose irregular surfaces evoke the 
forms of the sea, motions of the sky, 
the effects of lights and fluttering land-
scapes. The mosaics were given a solid 
base thanks to Mapei products, in par-
ticular ADESILEX P22, ULTRAMASTIC III 
and ULTRATOP COLOR PASTE. 
It took two days of hard work to install 
Olga’s works in the Italian Embassy gar-
den in Athens set around a prestigious 
neoclassical-style building. Built in 1870 
right in front of the Royal Palace and de-
signed by the German architect Ernst 
Ziller as the private home of the bank-
er Stephen Psycha, the building has 
been home to members of the Greek 
Royal family since 1902, such as Prince 
Nikolaos, who subsequently allowed it 
to be used as the home of the Norwe-

IN THE FACING PAGE. The 
Mapei manufacturing plant in 
Ritsona is where the Mapei 
Hellas SA headquarters and 
warehouse are also located. 
BELOW. The official opening of 
the PRINCIPIVM exhibition was 
held at the Italian Embassy in 
Greece on 21st June, when Mapei 
Hellas SA celebrated the Group’s 
80th anniversary. 
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gian and Italian Embassies. Owned by 
the Italian Government since 1955, the 
building also accommodates the Am-
bassador’s residence and chancellery.      
The  open ing  ce remony  o f  t he               
PRINCIPIVM exhibition was held in this 
magnificent setting on 21st June. It was a 
chance for Mapei Hellas SA to invite lots 
of special guests: customers, architects, 
engineers, representatives of building 
contractors, leading figures from the lo-
cal economy and industry, and plenty 
of journalists and VIPs from the Greek 
cultural-artistic scene. The number of 
important guests in attendance is further 
proof of the close ties between Mapei 
Hellas SA and the Greek industrial com-
munity of which it is an active member 
and supporter.
The event was also attended by His 

Excellency Efisio Luigi Marras, the Ital-
ian Ambassador in Athens, Veronica 
Squinzi, the Mapei Group’s Global De-
velopment Director, Flavio Terruzzi, 
Mapei Director for Europe and Africa, 
Fabio Fenech, Mapei Corporate Area 
Manager for Greece, and Laura Bosser, 
Mapei Corporate HR Manager, as well, 
of course, as the artist Olga Goulan-
dris. Maurice Karam, the owner of CMC    
(Mapei distributor in Lebanon), and 
George Psimolophites for GEVO (Mapei 
distributor in Cyprus) also attended.
All the guests were welcomed by           
Dr. Spyros Papagiannakis, the Gen-
eral Manager of Mapei Hellas SA, and 
were served a welcome cocktail.
Guests got the chance to visit the interior 
of the Embassy building before stepping 
out into the garden, where they were 

IN THIS PAGE. The exhibition 
features mosaic works by the artist 
Olga Goulandris created using 
ADESILEX P22, ULTRAMASTIC III 
and ULTRATOP COLOR PASTE.
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able to “experiment with” the artworks 
as an integral part of their surroundings, 
to the accompaniment of background 
music specially composed for the exhi-
bition.
This was the setting in which the official 
speeches were given: Dr. Spyros Pa-
pagiannakis thanked Olga Goulandris 
and the Italian Ambassador for their in-
volvement and support and emphasized 
the significance of choosing to host the 
event on Midsummer’s Day, when light 
overcomes darkness, which is the same 
message of hope for the future of Greece 
and Mapei Hellas SA that the Greek sub-
sidiary is trying to convey.
The Italian Ambassador emphasised 
the importance of art and culture even 
in tricky economic times and underlined 
the excellent relations between Italy and 
Greece, mentioning Mapei as a compa-
ny Italy should be proud of. Olga Gou-
landris thanked Mapei for supporting 
her art and exhibition and outlined the 

sources of inspiration behind the works 
on display. Veronica Squinzi also men-
tioned how long Mapei has been oper-
ating in Greece, noting that the Group 
plans to keep on helping its subsidiary 
grow in this country.
A second event organised by Mapei Hel-
las SA was held at the Italian Embassy 
the following evening. This was a less 
formal occasion during which the Am-
bassador, artist and General Manager 
of Mapei Hellas SA hosted various rep-
resentatives from the Athens cultural 
scene and some Mapei customers. 
Plenty of attention was focused on the 
gala evenings and exhibition in various 
local means of communication: newspa-
pers, magazines, TV programmes, web-
sites etc. The overall event and PRIN-
CIPIVM exhibition were rewarded in this 
year’s “Mapei References Grand Prix”, 
an annual competition Mapei reserves 
for the most important building projects 
involving its products.

PHOTO 1, FROM THE LEFT. The event was 
also attended by Flavio Terruzzi, Mapei Director 
for Europe and Africa, Veronica Squinzi, Global 
Development Director of the Mapei Group, 
Olga Goulandris, Spyros Papagiannakis, General 
Manager of Mapei Hellas, Laura Bosser, Corporate 
HR Manager, and Fabio Fenech, Mapei Corporate 
Area Manager for Greece. 
PHOTO 2. Maurice Karam, the owner of CMC 
(Mapei distributor in Lebanon), attending the event. 
PHOTOS 3, 4, 5 and 6. During the course 
of the evening Spyros Papagiannakis, Veronica 
Squinzi, Olga Goulandris, and the Italian 
Ambassador officially greeted and thanked the 
guests in attendance.1
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